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Advice on Teaching Other Faiths and Cultures  
 

“O mankind, We have created you male and female, and appointed you 
races and tribes, that you may know one another. Surely the noblest among 
you in the sight of God is the most godfearing of you. God is All-knowing, 
All-aware.” (49:13) 

 
As part of the independent school inspection framework, we are required to teach children ‘tolerance of 
other faiths and cultures’.  The Islamic tradition teaches us to appreciate other nations and cultures, and 
it is an enriching experience to teach our children about how they live.  This is important living in a 
multi-cultural and multi-faith society such as Britain, but also as global citizens. 
 
Our new curriculum provides ample opportunity to teach about other faiths.  In 2014/15, we 
delivered a specific project where we focussed on understanding Judaism and Christianity better, 
this year, we are going for an approach better aligned to helping children understand what it is like 
to live in a community of another faith. 
 
How do we plan for the teaching of other faiths and cultures? 
 
You should dedicate a portion of your new curriculum time, to the value of one lesson 
per term (either delivered together or spread out) to help children understand the 
following: 
 

● The different religious communities that live in Leicester. The focus may be to 
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look at their beliefs and practices, but there should be an added emphasis on 
human geography.  This means, we should try to understand where they live, 
how many people belong to that community, where they worship, how they 
engage with other communities.  We can tap into the Leicester Faiths Forum and 
other multi-faith initiatives.  

 
 
KS1 will focus on the following themes, but do not need to be taught specific beliefs of 
other faiths: 
 

● Differences across creation: How has Allah (swt) made us different, why are 
differences good? 

● Differences in People: race, religion, gender, language etc 

 
What do we teach about other faiths? 
 
For Key Stage 2, we should teach children about the beliefs and practices of other communities 
as well as a detailed analysis of those communities as our neighbours.  Our teaching should not 
involve the emulation of other faith groups, as this is not permitted in our faith and would make 
many parents uncomfortable. Guest speakers are an excellent way of introducing other faiths.  
You may decide to focus on a particular part of the faith, or provide an overview of their core 
beliefs. This is entirely up to the teacher to decide what will benefit the class most. 
 
It is useful to provide context for the children about the role of that particular faith group in the 
UK and across the world. How many people belong to that faith group?  Where in the world are 
they populated etc. 
 
Please ensure that your topics are reflecting in your planning! 
 
Below are some useful links for materials to support you: 
 
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6157964 
 
http://world-faiths.com/ 
 
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/Religion.html 
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