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OUTSTANDING GCSE RESULTS!
by Amina Patel (Headteacher)
I was delighted over the summer to have the
opportunity to share the girls' exam successes at GCSE.
We are extremely proud of all their achievements and
I would like to also thank the staff for their hard work
and for supporting the girls in the lead-up to and
during the exams. They were the first cohort to
experience the new 9-1 GCSEs for the majority of the
qualifications. The new GCSEs present greater
challenges as they have more content to cover and are
pitched at a higher level, making it all more difficult to
attain the grades needed to move on to further
education. Teachers, students and parents are to be
congratulated for the excellent results, with pupils
exceeding expected rates of progress across the full
range of subjects. A great credit to our teachers and
students!
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Following the summer's
successes, it was straight into a
busy half term which saw us
welcome new and returning
parents and students to the
School, as well as several new
staff, who are settling in well
and already feel like part of
the Al Aqsa family. We still
have new students joining our
school. Our Open Evening on
16th October allowed me
to meet new prospective
parents and girls at the
exciting time of

them choosing a school for
their daughter. It is always
wonderful to hear their
positive feedback about
the school and I look forward
to welcoming some of them
to join us next academic year.
Along with supporting our
year 11 girls with their GCSEs,
we have introduced the Key
Stage 2 SATs, a great credit to
the hard work of our Deputy
Head, Ustaad Shafique.

QUICK NEWS
We are delighted to
extend a warm welcome
to our new staff who
have joined us this term:
Ablah Imen

KS3 English Teacher

Ablah Sahuur

Secondary Admin

Ablah Nabeela Spanish Teacher
Ablah Saarah

Pastoral Support

Ablah Feroza

FS1 PM

Ablah Sharmin FS2 TA
Ablah Sawiyah FS2 TA
Ablah Fatema

PE Assistant

We also bid farewell to
some of our dear staff. We
pray that their journey
from here on forwards is
filled with blessings:
Ablah Nazia *

FS1 Lead

Ablah Khadija *

Spanish Teacher

Ablah Maryam *

FS2 TA

Ablah Yasmeen * Primary Admin
Ablah Shahnaz

PE Assistant

Ablah Maryam C PE Assistant
* Maternity Leave

ATTENDANCE
by Amina Patel (Headteacher)

Studies carried out by the Department of Education
into the effects of absence on pupils’ progress and
attainment levels have clearly shown that absence has a
significant impact on child’s progress in school.
Therefore, it is essential that your child has regular
attendance. It is a parent’s legal responsibility to ensure
their child receives appropriate education, thus, failure
to send your child to school regularly without good
reason may result in legal action being taken. At Al
Aqsa School, we have set a target of 96 %, we will
monitor this regularly and keep you updated. The
current attendance figures for this term are as follows:

Target 96%

Whole School 93.97%

Year Group Attendance Breakdown
FS1

89.78

Year 4 97.26

Year 9

FS2
Year 1

89.26
94.45

Year 5 95.19
Year 6 94.39

Year 10 95.36
Year 11 95.77

Year 2

95.31

Year 7 96.62

Year 3

96.30

Year 8 91.54

Year 4
BEST:
LOWEST: FS2

91.67

100% ATTENDANCE:
Balqis

FS1

Asma

Year 4

Yasmin

Year 7

Abdurraahman

FS2

Hamda

Year 4

Sarah

Year 8

Muhammad.C

FS2

Zeinab

Year 4

Imane

Year 9

Abderrahmane

Year 2

Uzair

Year 4

Saara

Year 2

Muhammad.I.B

Ayah

Year 2

Minha

Abdur Raheem

Year 2

Sally

Year 2

Haytham

Eesa

Year 2

Zayd

Year 4

Year 4

Muhammad.B Year 4

Soumiya
Asra
Jameelah

Year 9
Year 10
Year 10

Aishah

Year 10

Year 4

Sarah

Year 10

Farhanah

Year 4

Sofia

Year 11

Year 2

Yusuf

Year 5

Zahrah

Year 11

Yusuf

Year 3

Ahmed

Year 5

Fatimah

Year 11

Munira

Year 3

Aleena

Year 5

Rayyana

Year 11

Sumaya

Year 3

Fatma

Year 7

Khadijah

Year 11

Maryam

Year 3

Ayah

Year 7

Well Done!

CALENDAR
8th Jan
School Opens

15th Jan
Parents Evening (8/9)

28th Jan
Parent Forum (ALL)

11th Feb (W/B)*
Mocks (Year 6,11)

ACHIEVEMENTS
Well Done to The
Highest Conduct Points
Achievers in Primary:

Well Done to The
Highest Conduct Points
Achievers in Secondary:

Rehan Year 3 200 pts

Zaynab Year 8 328 pts

Saara Year 5 174 pts

Asya Year 8 309 pts

18th Feb (W/B)*
Half Term

19th March
Parents Evening (6/11)

26th March
Parents Evening (7)

1st April
Mocks (Year 6,11)

9th April
Parent Forum (ALL)

12th April
School Closes

Aleena Year 5 165 pts

Sumayyah Year 8 293 pts

29th April
School Opens

*Week Beginning

What are conduct points?
Conduct points are the overall achievement points earned
during a period of time with the deduction of any behaviour
points accumulated by a student in the same time frame.
Achievement points are gathered by positive engagement in
class, helping a staff/peer, working hard in lessons to name a
few. Examples of ways a student may collect behaviour points
can be as a result of not completed home work, not wearing
the correct uniform and general misbehaviour in class. At AlAqsa School we recognise that Adab, the discipline of the mind,
body and soul, is one of the most important outcomes for
students at the school and the school follows a positive disciple
approach to encourage it. For more information on the
school's Adab policy visit: http://www.alaqsaschool.co.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2018/10/Adab-behaviour-Policy-October2018.pdf

What is a Parent
Forum?
A Parent Forum is an open
evening dedicated to informing
parents about valuable
information regarding the
school and school-related
activities. More so, a parent
forum gives parents an
opportunity to reach out to the
school in person and ask any
question they may have.

Keep updated with:
@Al_Aqsa_School_

AL-AQSA SCHOOL CELEBRATES ITS

20th Anniversary

by Mudeer Ibrahim Hewitt (Founder)
Al-Aqsa Scool was founded in 1998 in a
community effort to meet at least some of the
demand for places in a Muslim school in
Leicester at that time. Starting with just four
pupils and one teacher in a rented room at
Markfield Conference Centre, the home of
the Islamic Foundation, the school ended its
first year with 11 pupils. The commitment of
the early group of parents was essential for
the school's development, masha'Allah; it
wasn't easy to get children from the city out to
Markfield and back every day.

With the duas and support of the staff,
parents and the wider community, the school
has continued to grow, alhamdulillah, as it
seeks to offer a broad and balanced
curriculum within an Islamic framework,
encouraging our young people to be
committed Muslims and full members of the
community in which we all live. Our expupils have gone on to further and higher
education and beyond, with success in fields
as diverse as veterinary medicine, the law and
teaching, alhamdulillah.

As the school grew in size, so too did our use
of the facilities at Markfield. By the time we
had created six classrooms in what is now the
Foundation's mosque, Al-Aqsa had 86 pupils
and a waiting list of hundreds. The search for
bigger premises led the trustees to buy and
renovate the old Coleman Infants School on
The Wayne Way, and the school relocated in
time for the start of the 2004/5 academic
year. Further expansion saw the purchase of
the neighbouring former Coleman Junior
School and Pupil Referral Unit in late 2011.
The school's secondary girls' classes moved
there in September 2012, alhamdulillah.

The trustees would like to thank the staff of
Al-Aqsa, some of whom have been with the
school for many years. One Ablah's
connection with Al-Aqsa goes back to those
early days in Markfield when her eldest son
joined as a pupil in the 1998/99 academic
year, masha'Allah.
May Allah, Subhanahu wa Ta'ala, continue to
bless Al-Aqsa School and its staff, parents and,
most of all, pupils. Ameen.
Top: Whole school with Dawud Wharnsby and Sh
Saleh Juma, Spring 2003 Bottom left: Whole
School Summer Term 1999 Bottom right: Visit of
Prince Charles to Markfield, February 2003

To
commemorate
the 20th
anniversary Al
Aqsa School
will be holding
various events
during this year
inshaAllah.

Keep
updated
with:

@Al_Aqsa_School_

http://www.alaq
saschool.co.uk/

E v e n t s

GOING TO EXTREMES

SAFE SPACE
by Margaret Brough
Safe Space is a peer
leadership-training
programme for young people.
The training programme is
designed to build young
people’s confidence to create
a safe space for debating
controversial issues. It
develops young people’s
toolkit of skills, enabling them
to make positive
interventions. Creating a
culture in school that is
inclusive for everyone
reducing bullying and
extremist views.
The training in AI Aqsa took
place on the 14th and 15th of
November and was delivered
to 14 students by Citizens
Advice Leicestershire.

The training was well received
by the students, they looked
at welcoming diversity, how
we stereotype people, how to
make successful interventions
when someone makes a
prejudicial or discriminatory
remark, the impact of
Islamophobia, how to debate
controversial issues and
understanding what makes
someone vulnerable to taking
extreme action. To do this
they worked on developing
their skills such as good
listening, critical thinking,
dealing with emotions and
how to dialogue well when
having opposing views.

I have gained confidence,
listening skills and the skill to
be able to respond to insults
and slurs.
I have gained an
understanding of other people,
how they feel, how listening is
such a powerful tool.

Students partaking in the Safe Space program

It was an amazing experience
It really taught me a lot. I
know that I need to let out my
emotions.

The secondary students have attended a
‘Going to Extremes’ performance delivered
from Alter Ego Creative Solutions at the
school. This intervention has helped our
students understand the concepts of
extremism and radicalisation. The
performance acted out the stories of 3 young
people all affected by these issues. The
purpose of this was to generate discussion and
encourage students to question and
contemplate what they see and hear. This is all
part of our ongoing effort to “educate against
hate” and promote tolerance and respect
within the community and beyond.

DIGITAL SAFETY TRAINING
The Be Strong Online programme is a peerled scheme for schools and youth groups to
help young people explore the digital world
safely. The programme covered topics such
as Selfies & Self-esteem, Digital footprint,
Gaming and Critical Thinking. 15 pupils from
our school attended the training as antibullying ambassadors. The training event was
held at Madani Schools Federation, Leicester
on 25th September 2018.

YOUTH SUMMIT
Two students from our school, between the
ages of 11 and 16 years were invited to an
opportunity to take part in this year’s Youth
Summit, which took place on Tuesday 6th
November 2018, at Leicestershire Police
Headquarters.The aim of this event was to
provide a platform for young people within
Leicester, Leicestershire, and Rutland to have
a voice on the police and crime issues they
face and provide an opportunity for them to
contribute to the future of policing delivery to
young people. They met with Lord Willy
Bach, Police and Crime Commissioner and
other key figures to discuss the following
topics:
Knife Crime
Cyber Crime
Hate Crime
Stop and Search
Young People

s t u d e n t

a r t i c l e

HISTORY: A TRIP TO
THE ST BARNABAS
HALL MEMORIAL
by Aasiya D (Year 9)
St. Barnabas Church has been sold and
transformed into a banqueting hall, but
the hall still holds a goldmine of cultural
and historical information. Two weeks
ago the year nine class took a trip down
to the church, as part of their World War
I topic in History.
Before the trip to the church, the class
used the IT suite to research Bernard
Vann, a local priest who fought in WWI.
This lesson was led by Ismail Dale from
English Heritage. We were able to find a
census detailing Vann’s family from 1901
using ancestry.com. Bernard Vann was a
priest from St. Barnabas Church who has
been touted as a war hero.
Inside St Barnabas Hall

Students pose with Ismail Dale in front of St Barnabas Hall

The church itself is a spectacular vision.
The condition of the cultural articles
have been preserved, and stained glass
windows from as far back as the early
1900s are still there today. A highlight of
the visit was the find of a stained window
dedicated to a Lizzie Wilson— a member
of the parish that died in a bombing that
occurred in World War II alongside her
family. Other artefacts included an organ
and piano, still in original condition after
over a century.
The war memorial from WWI contained
over six hundred names of local Leicester
men that fought in the war and took the
space of a full wall. The memorial for the
second war was smaller, only containing
eleven names. Bernard Vann had his own
plague, listing his name and various
medals he had been awarded.
The trip was extremely educational for
the class, and not only did we learn about
the men from our locality that fought in
the war, but we were also able to see the
inside of a church and learn about various
Christian practices. The trip embedded
the knowledge that many men who died
for the country and are known as heroes
were ordinary men that have walked the
same streets we do today.
For regular updates on news and events
visit: http://www.alaqsaschool.co.uk/

S P O R T S
CRICKET
by Imane K
14 students from Year 1 to 3 from our
school were selected to take part in an
event that on Tuesday 20th November
2018 organised by the England Cricket
Board.
The event was a media launch for a
new program that focused on getting
females from ethnic minorities
involved as activators to be role
models to younger children in cricket
as well as increase the involvement of
females in the program.
Students participating in the cricket event

INSPIRED THROUGH SPORTS
by Imane K
On Friday 19th October 2018, the school invited
a GB triathlete named Lucy Hall, based in
Loughborough.

During the event the children took
part in all stars cricket activities led by
qualified coaches from Leicester
County Cricket Club and England
Cricket Board.The event was covered
by national media outlets.
The students enjoyed the event and
were very involved in the cricket
activities.

The athlete held a 30 minute whole school
assembly from Primary and Secondary where
she spoke about her journey to becoming an
athlete, her inspirations and aspirations, her diet
and training.
Following this, the athlete conducted 30 minutes
workshops with each year group which included:
Fitness circuit
Growth mindset workshop
Q&A session with the sporting star
The students were very engaged in the activities
and were excited to have met a GB athlete. They
asked many questions about the athlete’s
training, diet and background.
The students also raised a total of £1241.26
towards the Inspired Through Sports
programme. The students who participated will
receive prizes according to the amount they
raised.

Students keeping active with Lucy Hall

RESIDENTIAL TRIP
Some of the Year 5, 6, and 7 pupils will be
going to an inclusive trip to Wales on 2024 March 2019 InshaAllah. The residential
experience will include outdoor
educational activities including canoeing,
rock climbing, abseiling, zip wire, gorge
walking, an underground slate mine visit
and much more. This year the cost
is being subsidised thanks to a generous
donation from the Long Ditton Trust.

This is a bi-annual
trip generally for
students in Year 5 and 6.

Places Still
Available!
Contact School for Further
Information
Tel: 0116 276 0953
Email:
admin@alaqsaschool.co.uk

S c h o o l

C H A R I T Y

INDONESIA- REFORESTATION PROJECT
Students at the school raised money for the 'Schools for
Trees' Indonesian Reforestation Project back in 2016.

'Thanks to a generous
donation from the pupils of
Al-Aqsa Schools Trust'
The schools contribution to the charity campaign has
directly impacted and benefited a community in
Indonesia. The planting took place on May 2018 in cooperation with the Pondok Pesantren Husnayain School.

ABOUT THE CHARITY:
IFEES, Islamic Foundation
for Ecology and
Environmental Sciences, is a
charity based in the UK that
works extensively in
conserving the environment.
They strive to educate the
Muslims about their
responsibility in taking care
of the earth as 'Khalifas'
(custodians).
For more information visit:
http://www.ifees.org.uk/

